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Vos enim ad Libertatem vocati eſtis Fratres. 
For Brethren we have been called to Liberty. 


Cal. v. ver. 13, 
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DISCOURSE, &e, 


T* HOSE generous citizens who have 

A. offered up their lives, for the defence 
of this metropolis, the prelervation of their 
brothers, and the liberty of France, {hall 
live for ever in our hearts, and will be re- 
vered to the lateſt poſterity. 

Let us, to celebrate their memory, min- 
gle with the ſolemn dirge, our ſongs of 
Praiſe. 

What a deſirable death is that, which 
has given life to a whole empire! 

The cannon thundering from the top 
of the ramparts of delpotiſm on the head 
of innocence, hath awakened public li- 
berty. 

Patriotiſm hath fired with a divine ar- 
dour the fouls of the citizens, 
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The treachery of the ſupporters of 
tyranny has redoubled the impetuolity of 
the courage of our brave defenders. Their 
dying hands have graſped the laurels of 
victory. Thele patriot heroes are fallen; 
but they have leſt France ſtanding; amazed 
at being free. A day, an hour was ſuf⸗ 
ficient for the deſtruction of that coloſſus 
of arbitrary power, which for ten ages, 
preſſed down one of the firſt nations in 
the univerſe.— Eternal juſtice! you had 
delayed your vengeance; but the time 
appointed in your immutable decrees, 
even the time when the oppreſſors of the 
ſtate were to have compleated the mea- 
ſure of their iniquity; was that of liberty 
to the French. Hell could not have con- 
ceived a project more dreadful than that 
of our tyrants; nor heaven have ordained 
a victory more glorious than that of our 
deliverers. The workers of iniquity who 
devoured the country as a defenceleſs 
prey, vaniſh at the inſtant fixed by them 
a for 
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& 
for ſlaughter. —The citizens ready to be 
devoured lift their heads amidſt the ſhades 


of death, ſtrike with one blow the ariſto- 
cracy, ſtrengthened by a reign of a thouſand 


years, by two hundred thouland mercena- 


ries armed for deſtruction ; and the ariſto- 
cracy 15 no more; and the country 
breathes again ; and from the Pyrenees to 
the Scheldt, from the Alps to the ocean, 
France 1s free; and twenty millions of 
Frenchmen are brothers, citizens, men un- 
der a monarch who will always be good, 
and under laws which muſt neceſſarily be 
juſt. Ah! our calling is at laſt fulfilled; 
glory be to God; we are called to liberty 
my brothers. 


Vos enim ad libertalem vocal eflis fratres. 


The liberty of France is founded on 
juſtice : this important truth, which we 
are going to unlold, ſulſices to immorta- 
lize our brothers who were {lain for it, — 
Such is the tribute of homage, the honor- 
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able citizens reunited in the centre of this 


great metropolis, dedicate by a voice, to 
which, perhaps, patriotiſm may lend the 
accents of eloquence, to the eternal me- 
mory of thoſe heroes without anceſtry, 
who have ſealed the liberties of their 
country with therr blood. 

Brethren, our call to liberty, is ordained 
by nature, by religion and by the ſchemes 
of providence, This liberty is therefore 
acquired in conformity to every principle 
of juſtice; and its founders are entitled to 
every homage.—Nature! how haſt thou 
been abuſed by deſpotiſm! How that 
monſter, the ſcourge of humanity had 
transformed mankind into a herd of flaves! 
It tyranniſed over the minds and hearts; 
it forbade thinking and commanded love ; 
it took the advantage of its horrid ſucceſs; 
it feigned to hear the public voice, when 
beings ſtupified by ſlavery, and periſhing 


with hunger, ſaid “ Yes, you are our wor- 
* thy maſters, we have no caule to com- 
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* plain; yes, you make us happy; we 
% love you.” Thus the two powers, the 
underſtanding and feeling, which form 
the very eſſence of man, were under the 
ſceptre of tyrants; human nature was 
ſhackled from its conſtituent principles, 
even to the inmoſt receſles of the heart, 
Are there any yet? Is there one of thoſe 
vile flatterers of men in power, who dares 
{till to inſult nature, and behe the rights 
of mankind? The wretches! they ap- 
plauded that ſad and mournful tranquility 
which was maintained from one extremity 
to the other of a vaſt empire, under the 
reign of terror. To the ears of kings, they 
transformed into infallible truths, falſe- 
hoods dictated by fear. True, peace reigned 
every where, but it was the peace of 
ſlavery, which is the death of nature. It 
muſt be proclaimed, and that aloud, and 


even in the temples; it is philoſophy which 


hath brought nature to life again: it is ſhe 
who hath created again the human mind, 
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and given again life to ſociety. Humanity 
was dead through bondage; it is brought 
to life by reflection; ſhe has looked into 
herſelf, and there found liberty; ſhe has 
lent forch the ſound of truth throughout 
the univerſe, The tyrants have trembled: 
It was their will to have riveted again the 
ictters ofthe people; they would have aſ- 
laſſinated one half of mankind, to continue 
to cruſh the remainder. But nature 1s 1n- 
vincible: the moment ſhe recovers life, ſhe 


is omnipotent. 


Without doubt there ſhould be kings 
in great nations, but kings freely inſtituted 
to execute the laws. Laws are neceſſary for 
every people, but laws, freely aſſented to 
by the public will. Liberty 1s not anarchy; 
it is order. Man is an intelligent being: 
let him think. He is a ſenſible being; let 
him have a will. He is a ſociable being; 
let him aſſociate his thoughts with the 
thoughts of his brothers; his pleaſures 

with 
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with the will of his fellow citizens; from 
the reſult will ariſe real laws, a true go- 
vernment, a ſovereign powerful to do 
good, civic brotherhood, national unity, 
liberty: ſuch is the nature of man; ſuch 
are his rights. 

All thoſe who concur in rendering a 
people free, are then the benefactors of 
nature, Philolophers, you have reaſoned; 
we return you thanks. Repreſentatives of 
the country; you have raiſed our courage; 
we bleſs you. Citizens of Paris, my gene- 
rous brothers, you have erected the ſtan- 
dard of liberty: glory be to you. “ Wile 
chiet, + worthy hero, both of whom we 
have freely choſen to preſide over the 
order and defence of the community, in 
this capital of the empire; be ye happy 
with our love: and you intrepid victims, 
who have devoted yourſelves for the good 
of your country; ah! receive, receive in 


* Monſteur Baillie. + NIarquis de la Fayette. 
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heaven, with our tears of gratitude the 
joy of your victory. 
Ves, Chriſtians, it is not only the juſtice 


of nature; it is that of religion which we 


ought to acknowledge in the revolution 
which makes us free: it is by the principles 
of the Goſpel that we may look on our 
deliverers as martyrs for the public good. 

What evils have the falſe interpreters of 
the divine oracles done the world, when 
they have attempted in the name of hea- 
ven to make the people cringe to the arbi- 
trary will of governors! They have con- 
ſecrated deſpotiſm, they have made hea- 
ven the accomplice of tyrants. This is the 
greateſt of crimes. What ſaith the Scrip- 
ture, © The kings of the gentiles bear 
“ rule: brethren it ſhall not be ſo with 
* you.” You mult appear before kings 
and rulers; they will command you to 
do wickedly, but you fhall reſiſt them 


even to death. 
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The falſe teachers of deſpotiſm exult, 


becauſe it is written: © Render to Cæſar 


* that which is Cæſar's, but what does 


not belong to Cæſar, muſt we render that 
to him alſo? Now liberty is not Cæſar's; 


it belongs to human nature. The right 
of oppreſſion belongs not to Cæſar; but 
the right of defence belongs to all men. 
Tributes belong only to, the prince, when 
the people conſent to them. Kings have 
no right in ſociety, but what the laws grant 
them ; and nothing belongs to them but 
by the will of the Public, which 1s the 
voice of God. Chriſt died for the human 
race, by dying for his country. He was 
ſacrificed as the enemy to Cæſar: this was 
a falſe pretence in the deicides ; but it 


vas, in the Son of God, a great leſſon both 


for the Cæſars and for the people. He 
oppoled himſelf to the ariſtocratics of his 
nation; meditate on this important truth, 
my brothers. He continually devoted to 
public indignation, the tyrants of the peo- 

ple, 
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ple, the unjuſt exactors of taxes, the de- 
ſpots of thought, and all the oppreſſors. 
The unworthy ariſtocratics, deceived the 
multitude who fawned on their pride ; 
they inſinuated into the vacant minds of 
their ſlaves that madneſs which animated 
them againſt the Saviour of mankind; in 
a word, O my brothers, I ſhould die con- 
tentedly after having declared this ſingle 
ſentence: 1T 18 THE ARISTOCRACY WHO 
CRUCIFIED THE SON OF GOD. 

How! mankind have no right to reſiſt 
injuſtice! They ought not to defend their 
brethren againit the fury of tyrants! and 
to adore our oppreſſors, muſt we ſuffer 
ourſelves to be deprived of the firſt of 
our bleſſings, the liberty of conſcience 
more valuable than exiſtence itſelf, ſince 
without it life is only a puniſhment. Ah! 
men will no longer hear thoſe ſacrilegious 
impoſtors, who aſcribe to heaven what, 
heaven forbids by all her laws, and by 


Lerſelf. God is the fountain of juſtice, 
and 
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and authorizes no iniquity on earth. 
Honor the king” without doubt; but is 
there a nation who honors him more than 
the French? © Obey thoſe who com- 
mand you:“ yes, but let it be thoſe who 
command what they ought; if their or- 
ders are unjuſt, reſiſt, and reſiſt even to 
dying for the liberties of the country. 
This is the goſpel my brothers, every 
other religion is an impiety. 

We have then followed the true princi- 
ples of Chriſtianity, by offering our lives 
to ſave our brothers, by ſeizing again the 
rights of nature, ſo long violated ; by re- 
pelling the tyrants ready to glut them- 
ſelves with ſlaughter; by deſtroying that 
terrible den within which deſpotiſm de- 
voured her victims; wiule from its lofty 
towers, it continually threatened us with 
all its thunders: thoſe who died in that 
immortal action, are then the true martyrs 
of their country; for, it is written alſo in 
the Scripture, No one hath a greater 

“love 


(3 

* Jove than he who lays down his life for 
* his brothers: the multitude of ſins that 
may have before happened through human 
infirmity, is covered by this divine love: 
nemo majorem caritatem habet. 

Let us extend our thoughts further, and 
let us ſee the juſtice of providence in the 
ſudden eſtabliſhment of the liberties of 
France. Providence how adorable art 
thou ! When her times arrive, how dread- 
ful are her judgments for the enormous 
crimes of tyranny, and how gracious to a 
good people long time oppreſſed. How 
righteous is ſhe in all ways! we ſhall not 
follow the gradual unfoldings of her plans 
in the government of France. The time 
of our liberty ſuffices for our admiration, 
and for our love. 

The ariſtocracy in a long poſſeſſion of 
perverting the ſovereign's name to exer- 
ciſe its deſpotiſm, had heaped every horror 
on our heads, The national aſſembly was 
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to have been annihilated ; the capital 
waſted by ſword and fire; every province 
drenched in blood; and the ariſtocratics 
were to have founded a perpetual dominion 
on the entire ruin of the creditors of the 
ſlate, and on the wreck of the whole em- 
pire. The beſt of kings was ignorant of 
theſe execrable projects. In the mean 
time, under the pretence of appeaſing 
ſome commotions which theſe great vil- 
lains themſelves had excited in the capi- 
tal, armies dragging with them every en- 
gine of deſtruction, ſurrounded us. The 
ſupplies of corn brought at a great ex- 
pence from abroad, and attentively ſe- 
cured by that ſublime man *, that firſt 
character in the world, whom providence 
and our love had replaced in the centre 
of the adminiſtration, were diverted to the 
uſe of bloodthirſty troops; and famine 
threatened with the worſt of evils, this 


* Monſieur Necker. 
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great city. Firſt of all it was neceſſary to 
drive away this great miniſter who was as 
another providence to the kingdom; they 
drive him out by night; they thruſt him, 
the ſword ſuſpended over his head, be- 
yond our limits. Our looks, until then 
uncertain, diſcover, at that inſtant, all 
thoſe horrors with which we are threatened. 
But heaven has prevented all. It per- 
mitted there ſhould exiſt a centre of re- 
union in the capital. The citizens, elec- 
tors of the repreſentatives of the country, 
had aſſemblies formed They repaired to 
them in crawds—They named fourteen to 
adminiſter in this deciſive moment the 


public affairs. Thanks to my brothers 
they honour my patriotiſm; I am one of 


the firſt amongſt thoſe whom they judge 
capable of devoting himſelf to liberty : O 
heaven! I bleſs you; I have not decz1ved 
their hopes. My life was nothing to me; 
I would have ſacrificed it a thouſand 
times for the country, Every quarter of 

this 
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this great city unite themſelves as one 
man. The national guard of Paris is 
formed in an inſtant, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the ſound of the facred bells 
in ictu oculi in noviſima tuba. 

In the mean time the fortreſs thunders 
againſt the people. We are infarmed of 
this criminal violence in the palace of the 
commons. The balls yet burning are pre- 
ſented to our view. My ſoul is inflamed 
with ardent courage: I propoſe to my 
colleagues, animated with equal ardor, the 
decree which ordered the commander to 
put, without ſpilling the blood of the 
citizens, that murderous place, under the 
guardof the city. They yield me the glory 
to be the meſſenger of this decree, with 
the ancient preſident of our aſſemblies and 
two other of our generous brothers. We 
fly through the dangers ; we diſperſe, by 
our prayers, the people driven to deſpera- 
tion, who attempted, in vain, to ſtrike at 
the top of the battlements, the cowardly 

B aſſaſſuis 
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aſſaſſins who were ſhowering down death. 
Then we raiſed up the pacific decree. A 
civilian, a prieſt, clothed in all the gar- 
ments of peace, ought to have been heard, 
even for the intereſt of the murderers of 
the country. They anſwer us with all the 
engines of war. Three times we return 
with an intrepidity always new. Oh! 
with what joy ſhould we have died to 
have ſaved the lives of our fellow citi- 
zens. Three times they anſwer our 
peaceful ſummons with thundering tubes. 
Our lives remain, as by a miracle of pro- 
vidence. A ſecond deputation, with. a 
ſignal ſtill more intelligible, if it is poſſible, 
with a flag inclined, ſucceeds not better. 
We then pronounce the ſupreme decree. 
Go, ye intrepid warriors, invincible French 
guards, worthy. ſo great a name which 
you have already proved by ranging 
yourſelves on the ſide of your country 
againſt her oppreſſors: go, ye brave 
champions of the Fauxbourg S. Antoine, 

national 
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national troops hardly formed, and al- 
ready ſure of triumph. Go, ye generous 
volunteers of every diſtri and of every 
claſs, heroes by birth, from the firſt hour 
ripe for victory. We ſpeak, and it is 
done. The outwork of the fort is ſeized; 
the governor's receſs is in our power; 
from within the place he ſpeaks of ſur- 
rendering himſelf: good citizens! even in 
the fury of ſucceſs, you: ſuſpend your 
courage; an attentive multitude crowd 
themſelves into the ditches and ſeize the 
courts; and then, O height of perfidy;! 


Treaſon for ever execrable ! the whole 


fortreſs thunders; every: brazen mouth 
pours forth the murderous lead upon 
your heads. The ſacred fury of an aveng- 
ing Deity fire the ſouls of our warriors ! 
Enormous chains threatening bridges, 
frightful gates fall ye under their terrible 
and redoubled ſtrokes.—-It is taken---It: is 
Ours. The conquering citizens enter 
in crowds, into the frightful dungeons- of 
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deſpotiſm; they hang out on thoſe high 


towers from whence tyranny bore rule, 
the ſtandard of liberty. The traitors are 
no more. The country can ſcarce con- 
teive her happineſs: ſhe is as terrified with 
her ſucceſs. Men thought that time was 
neceſlary for this great conqueſt. Time! 


if it had been needful my brothers, we 


ſhould have periſhed without redemption ; 
it was the time marked by the enemies of 
the ſtate to have deſtroyed the country. 
Providence! Providence! we adore you in 
our extaſies! you fought for us; you re- 
venged in a minute,, the crimes of twenty 
reigns, and you prevented an immenſe | 
crime, which; at that fame inflant, was to | 
have ſurpaſſed them all. _ 

+ Thoſe armies prepared for ſlaughter; 


they vaniſh, they fly on every fide. Our good 


king diſcovers the atrocious projects of tie 
ariſtrocratics Who were deceiving his love. 
He haſtens unattended into the midſt of the 


repreſentatives of the nation; he announces 
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to them that he has diſcarded that impious 
gang, who concealed his people from him 
and betrayed his power. He approves all 
they have done for the ſafety of the ſtate. 
This news which crowns. our wiſhes, is 
brought by the national aſſembly itſelf into 
the boſom of the capital: every heart over- 
flows with joy. The king himſelf, this king 
ſo beloved, fo worthy to be ſo, appears ſoon 
after, without any guard but his love and 
ours, among his children, armed for the 
country. He paſſes, admiring that awful 
ardor, the majeſtic appearance of an hun- 
dred thouſand ſoldiers created in one day, 
and as fallen from the heavens to honour 
the triumphant entry of the ſovereign of a 
free people. Acclamations which ſeemed 
to reſound from every part of the empire, 
and united into one voice every voice of 
France; compoſe the concert of liberty. I 
have done. 7 
O noble brothers! virtuous fellow citi- 
zens! immortal friends! we will deſerve 


our 
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our happineſs: we will not diſhonour the 


moſt aſtoniſhing, the moſt happy victory 
which has ever been gained ſince the foun- 


dation of the world. The terrible ſtruggles 


which could alone affect it, will ſubſide by 
wiſdom, and nothing will remain but the 
ſtrength of order and ' the happineſs of 
unity. Frenchman ! generous Frenchman! 
the laws only, the ſacred laws, which will 


expreſs the public will, ſhall henceforth 


dirett the vengeance of the country and 
the juſtice of the nation. Martyrs of 
France! it is your only wiſh in your 
heavenly abodes: your brothers whom you 
have left free on earth, ſhall fulfil them. 
Ah! manners are going to be formed: 
religion, reſtored to her native purity is 
going to re- aſſume over every ennobled 
foul, her lawful empire; we ſhall be, at 
the ſame time, it is our deſtiny in the 
ſchemes of providence, the freeſt and the 
mildeſt, the moſt courageous and the 
moſt amiable of every people. France 
? will 
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will be the model of nations, and the 
eſtabliſher of true liberty in the uni. 
verſe. | 

Heaven' preſerve, nature and all her 
good ſentiments!—The country and all 
her good citizens The ſtate and her good 
king, to whom we will ever be faithful! 
The government and her good miniſter, 
who is reſtored for ever to our vows !— 
The laws and their good inſtitutions, in the 
aſſembly of the nation.—The commons 
of Paris and their good Chief, who has 
the genius of liberty, as the genius of 
ſcience !—The national guards and all the 
good ſoldiers of the country !—The hero, 
the deliverer of America, who proved 
himſelf to be the deliverer of France !— 
The religion of brothers !—uncorrupted 
manners The French! Heaven preſerve 
liberty ! 

Glory be to God who hath made us 
free. Amen. 
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